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EDITOR-AL: I am overjoycd to be able fo announce that the unfortunate misunderstanding

bctweon Déve kicllwain and myself has now been clcarcd up. This follows on o final ox~

planctory lcttor from Dave this morning, Irom which the following extract is taken:-

57 tac woy -~ the pacifist argument had nothing to do with the matter whatscever. As
a mostor of faet, though I disagrecd with your vicws . at first, and felt dispoged Lo ®
countor—-atback (afser having donc some ncecssary rescarch ~ an cxpenditurc of cnergy & .

time I could ill aford with Vera on my mind) yet o fow wecks later I found mysclf growing
scoptical of the pacifist doctrinc. “Tithin 2 menth of recciving your letter I was alrcady
in fay-our of wor - wrovided it was a war for socialism - the climination of closs distihet-
ion and the subsgtitution of state control for privatc capitalist monopoly - ete, In

fact T am now o dleodthirsty "ved", I think it was a tlccp eensideration of the Spanish
Vay widceh finaliy changed my mind for ne, What pneifist - given that he is intelligent
cnough to be o socinlist -~ could stond by and vatch the clocted Republican Govt, -~ thol
finest Covt., Hnain cver had ~ gradually succunb bencath the mereiless battoring of the
Nazi-Paseish-Pholangist-iMoroccan & Poapal maiied £ist that Franco wiclded. I came to

the conclusion that I would have fought., * * * T am now following in thince footsteps in
that I acoopt the use of forec if rcasonm sanctions it, and rcason would only sanction it
in my cosc if it were to be used in the defonce of the idcology which I support - i,c.

Reovolutionary Socialism, Ily stars arc Bermard Shaw & Lenin, for the nrosent at least, ¥
Congratulations, Dave, on joining the ronks of progress at last!  Not that I would advisc
too closc adhcronce to anything Bernard Shaw should happen t¢ say, His uttcrances -

1ike GKC's -~ arc morc unrcliable the clevercr they are, &% Sheir clevercest they reach
o height of absurdity that challenges coven Gocbbeol-gabblc, nee again I advisc cveryonce
with any political conscicusncss to rcad the soeialist vieckly - TRIBUI\}E This perio~
dical +hich is not, of coursc, i’avourcd by the capitalist advertising rackets, is making
an offort to incrcasc its cireulation (at present 18,100 ~ 4,8,0. ) and descrves overy
sucecss, Here cach weck you will :f’inc. pertinent Ccmmc,nt on and criticism of the war —
cffort, You will find, in fact, on honcst journal, ond wondsr accordingly.
LR0L MAURICE HANSOQLT: "It scoms fo ric that you arc passing tarough the socialist stage
that nobt of us pass through at cne time or anethor. {(Read tac Tribunc. And truth!) Sc
far as I'm concorncd, though, the off'icial organisations of s:eialism in this country have
no permonent attractions, oven though I used o live below the Iobour Ieaguc of Youth &
thc:r clattoring sypowwiters., I vwos once awed by a fomelce Farxist that Dernis Jacques
scorted on o half-dny trip to london & who lucidly & cnthusiastically preached (that is
thc word, Marximm from tea ot ILycns at 4 pom. until lcaving the flat at 1 a.m. But
wos nuch more improesscd by Jack Zondon's "The Iron Hecl" which to tkkis day leaves me no
doubt that I should be five undred times more cnthusiastic fighting in a revolutionary
a.rv than in s linjesty's presont austcere forces. I fancy I wouldn't mind :r.ggtlng :
1 thosce circumstances but as th:mr?s arc I'm profoundly thankful that I've such an in~
nocuous ;0b as ( at the monont) running a petrel pump, with the prospect of shortly be-
coming an oven more immocuous clerk, * ¥ * T have Just beon reading Denald Webster's
“hstounding's containing "Finnl Blackout®,  When I read the outline of the story that you
gave in the lagt arble tut onc I thought I sheuld pro'b ably bc borcd stiff with such pes-
simisvic depe. Instond of which I £ind mysclf paying it the high compMment of uay:mg
that it scoms ontireliy forcign to the pages of "Astounding®. “hile the majority of Gom— W
poell's choices are at least recadable, far too meny arc of a hard, nctallic calibre,
alnost hystorically forccful. Fow of the characicrs speok; they cither bark or rap. A
man docsn't gety shot in the head; the top of his skull is liftcd off by = bullet. And
mich of the fialoguc ig momifestly Hollywood-insnircd. ® k|
EROM a2y, "I think I've alrcady said thas Dave is a ditherer between the two camps,
being ratieer appichersive of flaunting his pacfism too openly. I hooc that you arc glad
to have auch a hero on your side - I'd sooncy mvc the out-and-out militarist than the
faint- haa?" cd pacifist without the courage of nis convictions, % # % Your pathetic belicf
in socialian as She aurc~2il has alimys armscd nc. I don't doubt the ability of the



peonle to oust Toryism aftcr the wer - 1 just doubt chat cthey'll cven think of doing it.
Tt's not lack of ability - it's lack of +ill that worrics me. "

Tn the first place - to both Maurice ~ndé Johnny - I would stress that I am a membex
of no political party, not cven the socialist party. Iy attitudc towards the socialist
party, as my corrcspondents should know by nov, is thot whilc not perfect it offers che
boest solution so far put forard to cope with contemporary viorld chaos. At prcsent I am
watching with intcrcst the activitics of Hulton's YORLD REVIEY, which set off to the tunc
of a lew Lge philosophy, and which scems to be attompting a regeneration of the Coascrva-
tive Party to meot the obvious social and intcrnational requirements. Hulton himsclf, i:
a porsonal letter, remarks:-  "In an articlc under my nom de gucrrc of Cadmues in the
Soptomber TORID REVIET I sct out somc kind of o programmo for thce futurc, in which I men~
tion the ncecssity for collectivism. I on ropidly coming te the conclusion that our
proscnt troubles arc comsed by the disintogration of laisscz~fairc which was itsclf a
digintegration, T an afraid that the capitalist systom in its present form will have to
vq0, ond profit motive bc supglantcd by the idca of secrvice.,?  “ihich, of coursc, is what
pronmincnt socialists have been baying to the moon thesce many years,

To Johnny olonc, I would say that I an rot only glad but positively overjoyed to have
such a horo as Dave on the progressive gide. “That you do not scem to rcalise, Johnmy, is
that if onc has boen going backverds thorc rmst inevitably be a period of wawvoring before
the voltc~facc is coffccted and the forward morch deogun, Dave's time of vhat you call
tdithering” is now over, as he himsclf says,  Your ovm has not bogun, which is nothing to
boast obout. Somc day you will aet weary of your Ivery Towor of defeatism ¥ic arc
waiting.

S4YS_DOUGGLE -~ sorry Dougic - I ncan DOUG, WEBSIER:; "To ny mind a pacifist, whother
C.0.tor or not, is ono who strives for peacc ab all costs &, in time of peacc, howover
troublcd, rcfuscs to rogard wor as a logicdl or humanc woy out, [ G, 0.tor is probably
pacifist as well, hut his trouble is that regardless of vihether he's ficrec or timid, he

__is too saqucamish to kill wcoplc. The pacifist arrivces at his conclusions from a purcly
intellecetual point of vicw, & his conclusions arc that the wholce darm thing is so utterdly
ridienlous that he rust to the bost. of his ability strive to bring about a statc where a
rathor nore scnsible nethod of arguncnt is in general favour, * * * Supposc we're a paci-
figt then, & despite our most fronziced offorts we £ind gents on all sides with bombs &
nachinc-puns vaiting to blow us apart. It scoms quitc logical and pacifistic to me thot
w6 should reluctantly & with ruch grurbling don a uniferm & retaliate, help tobring tho
wholc wrotched busincss to o stop as quickly & edvantagcously as nossible, and afterviards
contimic working our fingecrs to the bopge in the eansc of ctermal poace. Such a policy,
I think, is quitc in accordancce with "pacifisn®. Its sinccrity is undoubted & you havce
no causc vhetsocver to got se uppish cbout choosing it ~ other people of my acquaintance,
less intelliipgent. than you, had token such a path quite a while befeore I heard of you
doing 80, * * % But irith a G, 0, tor it is diffcrent. Surcly, if sincerc, hc can no morc
bring hirsclf tc run bayoncts through people during war thon in poace-time. /And that sucq |

* a sentiment - mentol quirk I adnit it to be « is come to be appreciated to a cortain cxbent’
is only cnc morc roason for 1y optimisn; it shows obviously that at our stage of eivili-
sation pcople as o vhole arc beeoming morc pacifistically-minded, cven though thcy arec
ablc to roevert to barbarism at the slightost provocation & lack rmch of the restraint
ncfbcssary for a peaceful & logicel solution of difficultics, * % * Now in answer to you:
You deliberately gove e the irpression months & months ago that you were both G0, tor &
pacifist. 1 say that if you have somchow monnged to change the G, 0, tor bit you werc un-
doubtcdly insincerc cbout it beforc. Indubitably, sah!"

To thosc of cur rconders who have comg?rcgard the vencrable Douglas as onc of the
brighter lights of the corrmnity the above will be o rdidc shoeck. In the first place,
the nomencloture is disgustingly slip-shod - both "preifist" & "C. 0, tor” being inodequatc
to the usc he has for thom,  Tor instance, Doug intorprets "pacifist" as "Chamberlainist",
for surcly it is sinpdy appceaszcnent to look at the blind side of war until it hits you
in the cye; and then to "rclustantly take up arps', T must pointcdly rcfusc to be
regarded as a pacifist of this type. And "ingincorce!' -~ oh Douglas! Sincerity, coiradc,
15 a vurcly contcrmorary affair. I have beon, I 4ill be, and I am, * % % % ¥ % GGY




